Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

N I H National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences

Crops and food security-experiences and perspectives from Taiwan

Author(s): Huang CT, Fu TR, Chang SS
Year: 2009
Journal: Asia Pacific Journal of Clinical Nutrition. 18 (4): 520-526

Abstract:

Food security is an important issue that is of concern for all countries around the world. There are many
factors which may cause food insecurity including increasing demand, shortage of supply, trade condition,
another countries' food policy, lack of money, high foodand oil prices, decelerating productivity, speculation,
etc. The food self-sufficiency ratio of Taiwan is only 30.6% weighted by energy in 2007. Total agriculture
imports and cereals have increased significantly due to the expansion of livestock and fishery industries and
improve living standard. The agriculture sector of Taiwan is facing many challenges, such as: low level of
food self-sufficiency, aging farmers, large acreage of set-aside farmlands, small scale farming, soaring price
of fertilizers, natural disasters accelerated by climate change, and rapid changes in the world food
economy. To cope with these challenges, the present agricultural policy is based on three guidelines:
"Healthfulness, Efficiency, and Sustainability." A program entitled "Turning Small Landlords into Large
Tenants" was launched to make effective use of idle lands. Facing globalization and the food crisis, Taiwan
will secure stable food supply through revitalization of its set-aside farmlands and international markets, and
provide technical assistance to developing countries, in particular for staple food crops.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed

Public

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity
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Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Asia
Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Country
Other Asian Country: Taiwan
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Malnutrition/Undernutrition
Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Workers
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Timescale: @
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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